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Trying to determine the NEED for Habitat for Humanity 
housing in Transylvania County is not an easy task.  Statis-
tical data is available from U.S. Census Bureau reports but 
the last census was in 2000 and so much has happened 
since then, internationally, nationally, and locally, that the 
data has certainly been affected. If we only consider local 
events, three major employers have closed, so it is hard to 
believe that the economics have improved over that period. 
Even though the data may have changed over time, it  
seems necessary that those of us who volunteer our time, 
our talent, and/or our dollars to this cause make an effort  
to understand the NEED for the work that we do in this 
county.  This newsletter is intended to provide us all with 
some understanding of how the NEED manifests itself in 
the many aspects of our efforts and to help make Transyl-
vania Habitat for Humanity as effective as we can in re-
sponding to that NEED.  

Here are a few facts that seem relevant and important. 
    
* The US Census Bureau estimates there were 29,780 per-
sons in the county in 2006. 
    
* Based on a 2004 estimate, 12.6% of the population lived 
below the poverty level. 
    
* Based on the 2000 Census, there were 32 housing units 
without complete plumbing facilities. 
    
* There were 34 housing units without complete kitchen  
facilities. 
    
* There were 576 families living at or below the poverty 
level. 
    
* Of those families 384 had children under 18 and  
151 had children under 5. 
 

Perhaps more meaningful information comes to us from the 
experience of our own Family Selection Committee.  This 
past summer the Committee held their periodic program, 
intended to find and select families for future Habitat 
homes.  When enrollments were closed 28 families had ap-
plied.  After much study and effort 5 families were recom-
mended to the Board of Directors for homes.  They were all 
accepted.  We are flattered that so many families put their 
faith in us but we have approved more families than our an-
nual build rate.  As the Pennsylvania Dutch might say “The 
hurrieder we go the behinder we get!”. 
 

Please see Barbara Harper’s article elsewhere in this news-
letter to better understand the NEED for Transylvania  
Habitat for Humanity housing. 
 

   Thank you all for past gifts of time and money!   
     And please keep us in your prayers! 

The NEED for Habitat Housing 



 

 

 
 
When I was asked to write the president’s annual letter focusing 
on NEED, many thoughts came to mind: money, property, 
more volunteers, a new thrift store, city cooperation and other 
material items. However, when I attempted to put these material 
items in priority order it became abundantly clear that I over-
looked the two needs that have given us the opportunity to grow 
and share our ministry within Transylvania County. We NEED 
your continued PRAYERS and SUPPORT. None of the accom-
plishments we are so proud of would have been possible with-
out YOU! All Transylvania Habitat for Humanity volunteers 
and homeowners are very appreciative of your Prayers and Sup-
port. 
 

That being said, we do have a very challenging year ahead of 
us. Many of you have been following the newspaper articles 
and editorials relating to our struggle to purchase the building 
on Commerce Street in Brevard. We did obtain approval from 
Brevard’s Planning Board to consolidate all our operations 
(Administrative, Construction and Thrift Store) to the building; 
however Brevard City Council overturned the Planning Boards 
approval by a three to one vote. Prior to the denial we were op-
erating under the assumption that Brevard’s City Council was 
supportive of our mission. Now that we are aware of the coun-
cil’s position we are reapplying with the help of a generous at-
torney who has offered to help us at a reduced fee. This time we 
are applying as a Community Service Organization, a use we 
believe qualifies under the Unified Development Ordinance. If 
we are successful in getting permission to occupy the building 
we have a local bank who will aid us in securing a $1.3 million 
dollar mortgage. It should also be told that Mr. Steins who cur-
rently owns the building, has been very accommodating by 
keeping the building off the market while we attempt to work 
with the city of Brevard. WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS! 

 

Affordable property on which to build Habitat homes is very 
scarce; a Rosman concerned citizen is working with us trying to 
locate acreage so we could build a Habitat Village. If successful 
we will be faced with obtaining the money to purchase the land. 
WE NEED YOUR PRAYERS and hopefully YOUR SUP-
PORT. 
 

Our Construction volunteer’s do a great job building quality 
homes, however we are getting older, that is the good news! 
The bad news is we do not have many younger people coming 
behind us to be trained and eventually take over. WE NEED 
YOUR SUPPORT. 

 

If someone reads this letter without knowing the mind set of the 
board of directors of Transylvania Habitat for Humanity they 
might be discouraged, however let me assure you; we all look 
at our glass as being “half full” and with your Prayers and Sup-
port we will continue to grow our ministry.   

                     
                                           May GOD continue to bless us. 
                                           Don Campbell 

 

“ New Thrift Store Project” 
 

New Thrift Store Progress & NEEDS 
 

       Where we were one year ago:   
 

· Working with Harris Architects on developing preliminary 
plans for our new Thrift Store to be built on a lot we own off 
Ecusta Road. 
In November one of our board members made us aware that the 
Aegis building located at the end of Commerce Road was for 
sell. 

 

This building changed our plans since it had everything 
Habitat needed not only for now, but would serve us for 
many years into the future.  There is no way we could af-
ford to build a building like this one.  It not only gave us 
plenty of room for our resale items, but provided plenty of 
offices, meeting rooms, loading and unloading docks, stor-
age areas for donated construction materials and room for 
us to pre-fab walls for our new homes.  With this building 
we could double not only our resale items, but the number 
of homes we are now building in one year. We were in-
formed by the city that this building was zoned General In-
dustrial (GI) and Habitat could not operate in this zone.  
We then began the process of applying for a zoning 
change. 
 

So in January 2008 we started the process of trying to get 
this area changed from GI to Planned Overlay District 
(POD) and followed the direction of the City Planning De-
partment.  The application was submitted on 3/14/08.  It 
took until 6/16/08 to be brought before the City Council at 
which time it was denied by a vote of 3 to 1.  We resubmit-
ted on 9/4/08 and was again rejected on 9/11/08 due to lack 
of details.  The requested details were supplied to the city 
on 10/10/08.  As of 10/24/08 we have not heard back from 
the city. 

 
 

        Where we are now: 
 

· This process of trying to get a zoning change has not been 
cheap.  It has cost Habitat many man hours, ten months of proc-
essing paper work with the city plus the lawyer, architectural 
and binder fees. 
As we wait for the city to decide if they will or will not re-zone 
this property, we will continue to plan for the future.  Whether 
we get the Aegis building or drop back and start over with the 
design of a new building, our mission is still to build homes for 
the families in need of affordable housing. 
 
 

Volney Tinsley                                  Habitat Board of Director 
                                                            & New Store Chairman 



Financial Report 
Fiscal Year 2008 (7/1/07—6/30/08) 

INCOME                         Beginning Balance 500,900 
Contributions         76,217         
Grants & Loans 42,600  
Fundraising Projects 9,104  
Mortgage Payments  79,384  
Thrift Store 126,730  
Miscellaneous 16,137  

TOTAL INCOME  350,172 

EXPENSES 243,175  
Construction 6,607  
Tithes 1,357  
Land Purchases 82,899  
Administrative/Office  3,836  
Professional Services/Insurance 357  
Misc.  34,793  

TOTAL EXPENSES  373,024 

Reserve for New Thrift Store  200,000 
AVAILABLE FUNDS  478,048 

AVAILABLE  FOR  HOME 
BUILDING & OPERATIONS 

 278,048 

 

Finance Committee/Treasurer    

(What are our  needs?) 
 

As you can see by our financial statement Transylvania 
Habitat spent approximately $23,000 more than our reve-
nue during our last fiscal year. 
 

We are concerned that, given the current state of the na-
tions economy, our financial situation could further dete-
riorate during the coming year. Yet, at the same time the 
need for affordable housing continues to rise. A house 
now costs us around $90,000 and it doesn’t take much to 
reduce our balance when this loan is repaid over 25-30 
years. 
 

The Thrift Store is still our largest single source of in-
come, accounting for approximately 36 percent of our 
revenue. Our Thrift Store lease runs out in 2011 and we 
need to find new facilities before then. That story is told 
elsewhere in this newsletter. 
 

We are currently in the process of having a local firm do 
an audit of our books—we want all of our contributors to 
be assured that our funds are properly handled. As always 
we are available to discuss any and all aspects of our fi-
nancial operations. Just call at 884-3464. 
 

As you consider your charitable donation for the year we 
hope you think about what a warm, decent home means to 
a family.                               Yours in Christ,  Dan White 

Give a gift of shelter this year! 

ALTERNATE GIFT  CARD 
 

Transylvania Habitat for Humanity offers alternative 
gift cards for all occasions (Christmas, memorials, 
birthdays, anniversaries, or any other occasion you 
designate).  
 

Just complete an Alternative Gift Card request form 
for each recipient, return it to Habitat along with 
your donation. and we will send a personalized card 
to them. 
 

Alternative Gift Card request forms are included in 
this mailing. Or, call 884-3464 for more information. 

 

HABITAT THRIFT STORE 
 

 
 
 

Bob Heckert, founding member of Transylvania 
Habitat for Humanity, is our Thrift Store Director. 
Bob has had some health issues which have 
caused him to ask me to fill in for him; for what I 
hope is a very short time. One of our greatest 
thrift store needs is prayers for Bob’s speedy re-
covery. We need YOUR continued prayers and 
support for ALL our operations. 
 

I have discussed the need for a new home for our 
Thrift Store in my President’s message, I will not 
repeat myself. Tommy Kilgore, Thrift Store Man-
ager, needs more volunteers who are able to lift or 
move heavy objects. We need volunteers with Re-
tail Experience who can help us merchandise our 
items and arrange our store displays. 
 

We need your understanding on Pick Up sched-
ules, the recent gasoline shortage and employee 
sickness have given Tommy and his staff the op-
portunity to become accomplished jugglers, how-
ever we occasionally “drop” a few things.  
 

Tommy and his staff work hard and pray that they 
can meet your needs, so they can count on your 
continued help and support. 
                                                         Don Campbell 



Officers & Board Members 
 

Don Campbell-President 
Bob Heckert-1st VP, Joe Ownbey-2nd VP 

Dan White-Treasurer, Barbara Harper-Secretary  
Norm Macoy-Asst. Secretary 

Board Members: Marlaine Belanger, Dot Chapman,  
Steve Chitwood, Chuck Dougall, Charlie Duke, 
Fran Hudson, Don Stinchcomb, Volney Tinsley, 

Tom Tuggle, and Sheila Warner 

SITE SELECTION  
 

    Members of the Site Selection Committee  
include the Construction Committee members 
so as to coordinate the buildable features of 
land vs. availability and affordability. 
 

Our situation on building sites is serious.  We currently have 5 
new approved families and have only 4 lots on which to build . . 
. . 1 building lot short of current needs and no inventory for fu-
ture builds. 
 

We have been unsuccessful over the past year to add any new 
parcels.  Several of our offers to purchase land have been re-
jected by sellers with no counter offer because the prices we 
can afford are unacceptable.  Other affordable parcels we found 
were unacceptable to our needs because steep contours made 
them unbuildable.  We turned down an excellent site for at least 
4 builds due to costly road improvements required by the 
county subdivision ordinance.  One building lot was offered as 
a donation to Habitat which, unfortunately, was too small to ac-
commodate both a house and septic system. 
 

Despite our frustration and lack of success over the past 12 
months we are optimistic for the coming year.  Several promis-
ing possibilities are on the horizon including a large plot in the 
county offering multiple home sites; a Habitat “village”. 
 

We continue our search using the local MLS on a daily basis.  
Again, we welcome alerts from any of our supporters who may 
hear of suitable, privately-owned land. Donations of land is 
something we prayer for on a regular basis. 
 
 

Please call the Habitat office (884-3464) or Chuck Dougall 
(553-4590) with leads on available land. 

 

HOUSING CONSTRUCTION  
 

Construction Volunteers NEEDED! 
 

Worldwide Habitat has built about 300,000 houses internation-
ally. This utilized more than 30 million volunteer days. We in 
Transylvania County, working on house number 48, are always 
seeking more volunteers. 
 

This past year 5 volunteers came from as far away as Detroit, 
MI for a week. Our current appeal to the reader is for County 
residents willing to put in a day per week. Every other week 
would also be acceptable. On the job training and supervision is 
provided. If you don’t own a hammer, we’ll find you one! 
 

There is a constant need for decent, affordable housing in the 
county, and Habitat is doing all it can to provide for these 
needs. But the need grows and Habitat intends to meet this 
need. This will take more volunteers to accelerate our construc-
tion. Your help is needed — can we count on you? 

For more information about Habitat’s activities please visit 
other write ups in this Newsletter and/or visit our website 
www.transylvaniahabitat.org and click Construction and  
Volunteer Opportunities listings. 
 

Norm Macoy                                Construction Committee Chair 

              FAMILY SELECTION 
 

     Ask anyone who works on the Family Selection Committee 
about the lack of low cost housing in Transylvania County. 
When a family applies for a habitat house, we visit them at 
home as part of the application process. Many of these visits 
you never forget. Children living in dangerous old trailers that 
are not fit for anyone to live in. The house that was in such poor 
condition five years ago that it met our definition of inadequate 
housing then, is the same house another applicant is living in 
this year-and no improvements have been made during that 
time by the owner. 
 

There is a lot of talk about affordable housing for our teachers, 
policemen and firemen, et.. These are real needs and they are 
being addressed by other agencies. However, there is a large 
number of our population that seems to be forgotten except by 
Habitat. These are families that do not qualify for a conven-
tional mortgage and are forced to accept whatever housing they 
can find. 
 

Transylvania habitat for Humanity has needs, too. We need 
land. We need a building for our Thrift Store with adequate 
storage and an area where we can do some pre-construction 
building. Often, the city or county where a Habitat affiliate is 
located help with land acquisition. This has not been the case in 
Transylvania County and the City of Brevard. 

  

The support of our donors and the volunteers is wonderful. We 
are humbled by and grateful for your generosity. We could not 
exist without you and you encourage us to go on. 
 
 

Barbara Harper                                      Family Selection Chair 

    Construction Volunteers Needed 
 

No experience necessary,  
  just the willingness to 

help!  
Call today 

 884-3464 or visit our  
   website for more information 


