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                       P.O.Box 1071, Brevard, NC 28712  
                    Web Site: TransylvaniaHabitat.org 

This is the Harris’ home on Jeter Mountain. It is Transylvania Habitat for Humanity’s 43rd home in the county. 
At the dedication of this home on October 20, 2007, John and Martha Harris expressed their gratitude for this 
opportunity. They told us that this was the first home owned by any family member on either side in anyone’s 
memory.  We thought you would want to know that. 
 
For if you donated your couch to the Thrift Store, if you sent us a check at Christmas time, if you sawed a 
board or painted a wall, if you rang up a sale or dusted some merchandise, if you served on a committee, 
played in a golf tournament, or if you provided materials or services at a lower than retail price… 
 

YOU HELPED MAKE THIS HAPPEN!  WE THANK YOU!  
 THE HARRIS FAMILY THANKS YOU!  GOD BLESS YOU! 

 



 
 

HABITAT THRIFT STORE 
 
 
 

Since our beginning in 1984, the Transylvania 
Habitat for Humanity housing ministry has built 
over 40 homes.  Revenues from the Habitat Thrift 
Store provide the funding for 100% of the over-
head expenses, with the excess being applied to 
building projects. The store revenues allow 100% 
of your donations to go directly to building 
homes.  
 

Habitat Thrift Store volunteers know their efforts 
count.  A wide range of items are offered, such as 
furniture, appliances, art objects, jewelry (fine 
and costume), books, antiques, and all sorts of 
household items. These are all donated by indi-
viduals, stores and businesses in the county. Do-
nations of saleable merchandise are evaluated by 
volunteers who place a fair price on each item.  
Once the merchandise has been priced and la-
beled, volunteers move it to the showroom floor.  
Another volunteer may assist you in your selec-
tion process.  Your cashier is also a volunteer. 
The Habitat Thrift Store and its team of volun-
teers play an important part in providing decent, 
affordable housing in Transylvania County. 

 
 

 

YOU Made This Happen; with your  
dollars, your hours, your donated items and 

your Prayers. 
 

Transylvania Habitat for  Humanity's Fiscal year 2007 
closed June 30, 2007. I would like to take this opportunity 
to share with you what YOU have made possible within 
the fiscal  year: 
 

· We received two Certificates of Occupancy (CO) for 
two new homes: which gave four children and their 
mothers clean, safe, affordable housing. 

 

· We obtained six (6) new building permits, for six new 
homes. This will give six more families the opportu-
nity to start a new life in their own homes. To date, 
four families including eight children have been se-
lected for these homes. 

 

· We have started the design and approval process for 
our new thrift store, which will be located off Ecusta 
Road. When our Thrift Store lease expires in 2011 
and there is no option for renewal; we need a place to 
go and expand. Our Thrift Store is our main source of 
revenue, all of our operating expenses are paid for by 
the Thrift Store profits. This allows us to use all dol-
lar donations to build affordable housing. 

 

· We have expanded the hours of operation of our 
Thrift Store to 9am-5pm and are now open on Satur-
days. We have increased our daily pick up schedule to 
two days a week. 

 

· We have been able to hire an office assistant to help 
in the routines of servicing our 1.3 million dollars of 
outstanding mortgages. 

 

· We are actively involved in Transylvania County’s 
real estate market attempting to find affordable and 
buildable  land for future home sites. 

 

We pray for your continued support as we undertake a 
major building project for our new Thrift Store; we will 
keep you informed as to our progress and needs.                                  
 

Our numerical accomplishments are impressive and give 
us a good way to measure our progress; however the un-
derlying support for our success comes from YOUR 
PRAYERS and the BLESSINGS of OUR LORD and 
SAVIOUR. We are blessed to have accomplished so 
much and we believe we have only started our journey. 
 
 

GOD BLESS YOU! 
Don Campbell 

Completed House # 42 



Financial Report 
Fiscal Year 2007 (7/1/06—6/30/07) 

INCOME                         Beginning Balance $246,159 
Contributions    $189,359  
Grants & Loans $28,100  
Fundraising Projects $434  
Mortgage Payments  $72,324  
Thrift Store $170,274  
Miscellaneous $96,871  

TOTAL INCOME  $557,362 

EXPENSES   
Construction $224,269   
Tithes $4,330   
Land Purchases $16,599   
Administrative/Office  $49,515   
Professional Services/Insurance $10,484   
Misc.  $2,248   

TOTAL EXPENSES  $307,445 

Reserve for New Thrift Store  $200,000 
Available Funds  $496,076 

Available for Home Building & 
Operations 

 $296,076 

 

Finance Committee/Treasurer 
   (What are our future plans?) 

 

     Habitat was richly blessed during this past fiscal year. We 
received two unexpected estate distributions totaling $116,725. A 
house that we had acquired during a land transaction, for building 
lots, was deemed unsuitable for a Habitat house and was sold for 
a net gain of $5,535.    
     There are two major financial challenges facing Habitat. The 
Thrift Store provides a major source of our revenue. and the cur-
rent stores lease runs out in 2011. We are in the early process 
(permits, design, etc.) of building a new Thrift Store on land we 
own on Ecusta Road. While we have set aside $200,000 to get us 
started the cost may approach $1 million and will create quite a 
challenge for us. We hope to find individual contributions, grants, 
fund raisers, etc., to help us build the store. Without the revenue 
from the Thrift Store our Housing Ministry  will be curtailed.       
Secondly, Habitat is also trying to increase new housing starts to 
4 a year—the need for adequate housing for low income families 
is continuing to grow. Habitat is facing ever increasing costs to 
build a house. It cost us $55,000 in 1999 and around $88,000 in 
2007. Rising land costs and availability creates a strain on our 
resources.    
     Habitat ask for your help in continuing this important minis-
try. We can only succeed through your generosity. We promise to 
be good stewards of your money, Habitat finances are regularly 
audited and we have some stringent internal controls in place to 
ensure proper handling of funds. As always our financial records 
are available for your review. If you would like to learn more 
about the financial aspects of  Transylvania Habitat just call our 
office at 884-3464. The best to each and every one of you in this 
coming year.                                     Yours in Christ,    Dan White 

 

“New Thrift Store Project”  
 

Back in 2004, Habitat for Humanity had a dream to build a new 
Thrift Store. In that dream, was for us to own the land and 
building. This would provide us with the capability of provid-
ing better service for our customers, and provide us with a facil-
ity that will sustain us for years to come. Most importantly, in-
crease our income which allows us to build more homes for our 
housing ministry. 
 

We started this new project in 2004 by locating and purchasing 
property at the intersection of Ecusta and Morris Roads. Late in 
2005, a planning committee was formed to develop the approxi-
mate size and needs for this new facility. It was determined that 
our store size should be between 10,000 and 12,000 sq. ft., pro-
viding smoother operation with a larger display area, move our 
main office into this location, provide less congestion at the 
loading and unloading area and also to provide a separate cov-
ered lay-down area for construction materials. 
 

In the fall of 2006 a new committee was formed to proceed and 
select an engineering or architectural firm to lead this project. 
In the spring of 2007, Harris Architectural firm was employed 
and are presently working on preliminary designs for our ap-
proval. At the same time, working with the city to meet their re-
quirements so we can obtain our permits. Our hope is to start 
construction sometime in 2008. 
 

The cost for this project may approach $1,000,000. A more ex-
act figure will be determined after all design and engineering 
work has been completed. Habitat will soon develop a fund 
raising campaign to cover the cost. 
 

Keep us in your prayers,                                      Volney Tinsley 
                                                 New Store Committee Chairman 

  

Nearly Finished House # 44 



Officers & Board Members 
 

Don Campbell-President 
Bob Heckert-1st VP, Charlie Duke-2nd VP 

Dan White-Treasurer, Barbara Harper-Secretary  
Norm Macoy-Asst. Secretary 

Board Members: Marlaine Belanger, Dot Chapman,  
Chuck Dougall, Joe Ownbey, Fran Hudson,  

Don Stinchcomb, Volney Tinsley, Tom Tuggle,  
and Sheila Warner 

ALTERNATE GIFT  CARD 
 

Transylvania Habitat for Humanity offers alternative gift 
cards for all occasions (Christmas, memorials, birthdays, 
anniversaries, or any other occasion you designate).  
 

Just complete an Alternative Gift Card request form for 
each recipient, return it to Habitat along with your dona-
tion. and we will send a personalized card to them. 
 

Alternative Gift Card request forms are included in this 
mailing. Or, call 884-3464 for more information. 

 

SITE  
SELECTION 

 
 
 

Our current inventory of building sites includes five 
lots outside of the city limits, four in the Oscar Chap-
pell Road parcel and one located on Jeter Mountain. 
There are three lots in Brevard; two at the McLean 
Road parcel and one on Colwell Drive. 
 

Finding affordable and buildable land for future 
Habitat houses in Transylvania County is one of the 
most serious challenges we have.  Nearly a full acre 
of land is needed to build a house in the county to al-
low for wells and septic systems, lots inside city lim-
its requires much less area as city water and sewer 
are available.  With the cost of land in Transylvania 
County increasing each year, the total is rising for 
our prospective Habitat homeowners. 
 

Our search for land is concentrated by using the  
Multiple Listing Service of the Brevard Board of 
REALTORS©.  We advertise in The Transylvania 
Times appealing for unlisted, privately owned land. 
We welcome hearing from any of our supporters 
who may know of suitable land.  Please call the 
Habitat office (884-3464) or Chuck Dougall (553-
4590) with any leads on available land. 

 

HOUSING CONSTRUCTION 
 

As of September, 2007, we have completed 43 homes in 
Transylvania County.  We are well along on number 44 
and have partial starts on 45 through 47.  We hope to com-
plete these four homes by the fall of 2008. 
 

Buildable land, at a cost we can afford, is in short supply 
in Transylvania County.  Therefore, we build on a wide 
variety of terrain and in all areas of the county.  Wherever 
needy families live and land is available, our 30 plus con-
struction volunteers travel.  We estimate that a typical  3 
bedroom home requires 4500 hours of effort to complete, 
from all of those who must be involved. 
 

Building costs have risen dramatically in Transylvania 
County in recent years.  In 1999 our cost for a typical 
Habitat home was $55,000. The current cost for that same 
home is $88,000. 
 

We are deeply grateful to our volunteers, subcontractors, 
and suppliers for all that they do.  Most of them have the 
benefit of meeting and working with our homeowners.  
They see the difference that decent housing makes.  We 
want you to know that the contribution, whatever it is, 
that each of you makes is worth the cost and effort. 
                                                                         Thank You! 

Give a gift of shelter this year! 

House # 45 


